SUMMMER
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Outdoor

· You can't go wrong with sports activities. Put up a hoop for basketball or suggest the kids get active with skipping, tag, racing, baseball, soccer or swimming. 
· Go to the park for some exercise.  Don’t forget bicycles, roller-blades, skateboards and safety gear!
· Pick a hot day to have 'Bike Washing Day' where kids spruce up their bikes, polishing the chrome and hosing off the mud. This gives kids an excuse to have a bit of fun with cold water – see which ends up getting the most wet – the bicycles or the kids! 

· Go fly a kite! If you don't have one, make one! 

· Drive the family out into the countryside and try to get lost on some unfamiliar roads, challenging the kids to help remember the way home.
· Go swimming at a local pool.  Don’t forget to apply sun block!
· Catch lightning bugs on hot summer evenings.
· Run through the sprinklers with your children to cool down on a hot day!

· Look for butterflies and lady bugs in the garden!
· Wash the car at home instead of going to a car wash.  

· Find an anthill.  Sprinkle some crumbs of food and watch what the ants do!  

· Plan a treasure hunt.  Pick your treasure, hide it, make a map and see if your friends can find it!

· Collect sticks and straw and build a bird nest.

· Jump rope outside.  Learn how to Double Dutch jump rope!  
Indoor

· Visit the library and check out books for some summer reading.
· Make homemade bookmarks to use when you read your library books.
· Freeze strawberries, grapes, and other fruits for a cold and healthy snack!  
· Make homemade popsicles by freezing your favorite flavors of Kool-Aid.
· Collect old magazines and make a collage or mosaic craft from cut-up pictures.
· Take pictures and collect keepsakes from your summer adventures and store them in a memory box that you decorate at the beginning of summer!  
· Create a message in a bottle to send to your best friend or relative.  Get a clear bottle and fill it with sand, seashells, and add a personal note inside!
· Make picture frames from twigs, pressed flowers, and cardboard.  
· Go on a scavenger hunt for spare change lost in the house.
· Watch for shooting stars and learn to identify the constellations in the sky.
· Play jacks – this is a classic game that parents can share with their children!
· Have a summer spelling bee at home.  Create a trophy for the winner.
· Finger paint with shaving cream.  What can you create?  
· Write a review for movies you watch.  How would you rate them?  
· Make friendship bracelets with beads and yarn.
FALL  
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Outdoor

· Walk a leafy labyrinth. When leaves cover the lawn, rake a twisting pathway through them. Copy a classic maze for extra credit.
· Find a lollipop. Hide a wrapped lollipop under a leaf pile. The first one to find it keeps it.
Stuff a scarecrow. Break out an old shirt and overalls and stuff until firm. Complete with a pumpkin head.
· Preserve a leaf. Bring a mixture of 2 parts water and 1 part glycerin (available in most pharmacies) to a boil in a saucepan (adults only). Pour the solution into a heat-proof container. Drop in a few brightly-colored leaves and gently submerge with a wooden spoon. Keep the container in a cool, dark place until there is a slight change in the leaves' tints. Then remove them and blot dry with a paper towel. Instead of turning brown and crumbly, the leaves will retain their brilliant hues.
· Go out into the neighborhood or local park and collect unusual shapes and colors of leaves. See who can find the biggest and brightest leaf!
· Rake them into a huge pile and jump in!

· Visit a corn maze. 

· Go on a hayride together. 

· Go to a pumpkin patch and select the biggest pumpkin you can find. 

· Make a scarecrow for your porch.  Decorate for Halloween!

· Make a campfire with your neighbors and roast marshmellows for S’mores! 
· Make a map of your house and neighborhood.  Use the map to go trick-or-treating.

Indoor

· Make leaf-rubbings. 

· Bake pumpkin bread, apple pie, and other classic fall treats.  Drink hot apple cider. 

· Make a list of all the things you're thankful for. 

· Hang a homemade fall wreath. 

· Make your own Halloween costume. 

· Have a pumpkin carving contest. 

· Use stencils to create an awesome Jack-o-Lantern. 

· Eat candy corn. Make food sculptures and then eat what you created.
· Make a rain stick with a paper towel tube, toothpicks, and rice.  

· Prepare a “restaurant” dinner.  Let your children create the menus!

· Get cozy with your favorite book.  Try to draw your favorite illustration.  

· Play with clay or play dough.  Make homemade play dough! 

· Get a pen pal and write letters to each other.  It can be a friend at school, a family member, or even someone in a different state or country!
· Learn origami and start a collection of your paper art.

· Have a marble tournament.  

· Learn a few magic tricks.  Have a magic show for your family!
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WINTER 
Outdoor

· Make a snow angel.
· Build a snow fort. Have a snow ball fight. Build an igloo. 

· Build a snowman. Give him a carrot nose and a hat. 
· Use food coloring on the snow to make bright designs.
· Take a walk and look for animal tracks. 

· Ride your bike or scooter or sled. Go sledding down a hill. 

· Scavenger hunt for winter nature stuff. 

· Collect pinecones for decorations, fire starters, wreaths, and crafts. 

· Hunt for bird nests. Note ones high in trees that you can watch next summer. 

· Take photos of trees. Compare to summer. 

· Go ice skating with family and friends.
· Shovel a path in the yard like a maze. 

· Drink hot chocolate outside. 

· Play expedition. Pretend you are an explorer going to the North Pole. 

· Pull someone in a wagon or on a sled. 

· Stamp out words to make a message in the snow. 

· Make a neighborhood map. Color it later inside. 

· Have a winter picnic. Take along a warm sandwich and cookies in an insulated bag , cocoa in a thermos or even hot soup in a soup thermos. Take a blanket to keep warm.
· Sketch houses, barns, buildings, plants and animals. 

· Look for winter plants to look up later and study. 

· Feed ducks and water birds. 

· Look at Christmas lights in the neighborhood.
Indoor

· Create an indoor obstacle course.
· Paint a window with washable paint!

· Go camping indoors. Pitch a tent in the living room and let the kids pretend that they are on a camping trip. 

· Make a time capsule to open at a later date.
· Make a family tree with pictures!

· Create an indoor sandbox for summer time play in the middle of winter!
· Send the kids on a scavenger hunt for hidden items!
· Spend an afternoon writing letters or making homemade cards to send to friends and relatives. 
· On a cold afternoon, spread a blanket on the den floor and have an indoor picnic. Eat the same kinds of picnic foods you would in the summer.
· Build forts in the living room with pillows and blankets and couches.
· Learn to knit.  Make a homemade winter scarf! 

· Make a Christmas wish-list.  Pick out a gift for a family in need.
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SPRING

Outdoor

· Make a bird feeder for the yard

· Take a nature hike. 
· Go out at night and see the stars. 
· Blow bubbles outside.  Compete to see who can blow the biggest! 

· Decorate flower pots and plant seeds to grow inside!

· Dye Easter eggs to hunt in the backyard.

· Go bike riding in the park.

· Splash in puddles after a spring rain shower. 

· Lay on the ground and watch the sky. What do the clouds look like? 
· Feed ducks and water birds. 
· Skip stones across the pond or lake. 
· Walk in the neighborhood or park and take pictures of the blooming flowers.

· Draw on the sidewalk with chalk.  Play hopscotch.

· Play Frisbee in the park.  Make a Frisbee out of old lids if you don’t have one.

· Play chase, tag, or hide and seek. 
· Look for rainbows after it has rained.  

· Hunt for 4-leaf clovers.

· Play catch.  Use a baseball or water balloons.

· Use a magnifying glass and see what bugs you can find living in your backyard.
Indoor

· Help the kids make up skits or act out stories to perform.  Along those same lines, help the children put together a family talent show in which they sing, dance, or do magic tricks. For added fun, use a camcorder to record the performances to watch again later. The children will love seeing themselves on TV.

· Pull out the teapot and teacups and hold an afternoon tea party. Along with your tea, serve finger sandwiches and cookies. If your children are too young for tea, serve heated lemonade or hot chocolate.

· Get the whole family together to work a giant jigsaw puzzle. 

· Almost all kids enjoy playing dress-up. Gather up all the outdated clothes, gaudy jewelry, weird hats and bright makeup you can find and let the kids go for it! Be sure to take pictures.

· Pull out those board or card games. Turn off the TV and enjoy some family together time as you enjoy some friendly competition.

· Build card houses and compete to see who can build the tallest card condominium.
· Craft and create fun spring decorations.  Think of flowers, bunnies, chicks, and sheep – these are often associated with spring and Easter.  

· Finger paint in the bathtub!  Clean up is a breeze in this location!  

· Do brain teasers (crosswords, word searches, hidden pictures, mazes, etc.)
